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THE NORTH-WESTERN LOWLAND
This lowland extends southward from the Ust-Urt Plateau
and the Syr Darya river. It includes the great deserts of
Kara Kum and Kizil Kum, and forms an extension of the
Turan Lowland3 the bed of a former sea, covered with
Quaternary deposits.
Separated from the Kizil Kum by the river Amu Darya,
the Kara Kum Desert is for the most part a sea of sand of
yellow or greyish colour. Wide expanses are covered with
wind-formed ripple*4ike ridges, which, seen from an aeroplane,
give the country the appearance of a vast sea-shore. In other
parts, especially towards the (east, the landscape is one of
gigantic waves of sand, crescent-shaped hills, or barkhani, of
aeolian origin, rising to a height of more than 30 feet. Occa-
sional small areas of cultivated land appear like green islands
in the midst of this sandy sea.
There are frequent sandstorms, and the hills are constantly
shifting and changing their position.
Amid these vast areas of sand there are tracts of clay desert,
dirty and muddy in spring, when the light snow cover melts,
but as hard as stone in summer.   In places the land rises in.
fantastically eroded clay hills.
In some parts of the Kara Kum there are deep dry valleys,
the largest of which, known as the Uzboi, extending for
several hundred miles, was probably the original valley of
the Amu Darya. This river once flowed into the Caspian
Sea by way of the Sarikamish depression, which to-day lies
below the level of the sea.
The slight increase in precipitation towards the south-east
is responsible for the replacement of the barren sands by a
covering of poor steppe vegetation, while close to the Kopet
Dagh Range, and along the banks of the Tedzhan and Murgab
rivers and the lower Amu Darya, there are narrow belts of
cultivated land. Through the centre of the Kara Kum runs
a range of broken and eroded mountains, the remnants of an
ancient mountain system.
The Kizil Kum Desert has a greater extent of poor steppe